
I 	Millgrit seam (2ft to 2ft 6in) at 100 yds depth 
II 	Rag seam (2ft) 	 at 108 yds depth 
Ill 	Coke seam (2ft 6 in to 4ft) at 160 yds depth 
IV 	Little seam (2ft 2in) 	at 176 yds depth 
V 	Black seam (3ft to 8ft) 	at 188 yds depth 

"The dip was about 9 inches per yard west north west. The 
condition of the seams at this colliery is said to have been 

extremely good - the 'Little' seam was a firm, hard coal and 
in that respect superior to the usual quality of the Golden 

On the surrender of the coaling lease, mentioned above, in 
1799, the equipment of the coalworks was taken over by Col 
Gore Langton, presumably until he could obtain another 
occupier for the premises. It records "William Gore Langton 
taking to and paying for the fire engine, implements, Drums, 
carts, Horses and other materials belonging to the said 
Coalworksat a fair valuation by two indifferent persons." 
The drums for winding were still in use at the end of the 
century, but a fire engine was now in use for pumping water 
out of the pit. The first recorded use of an atmospheric steam 
engine In the Somerset Coalfield was in 1736, but only after 
1780 that steam pumping engines came into general use. The 
Newton Fire engine, a fairly primitive one, is described in a 
newspaper advertisement which appeared In the Bath and 
Bristol newspapers in October 1801; 

Newton St Loe, near Bath 

To be Sold 

A Cpmplete Fire Engine, with a Copper Boiler, in good 
repair, 6 feet 6 inches deep, 10 feet bulge, 7 feet 8 Inches 
bottom; the Cylinder is 33 inches diameter; and 41 fathom 
of Iron Slides, 8 1/4 inches bore, with Working Barrels, Nuts 
Screws, and Rods; and manp other articles belonging to a 
Coal Work, fit for working. 

A Waggon, Card and Two Draught Horses to be also 
disposed of. 

A Company of Miners purchasing the above might find 
veins of Coal near the Engine, as Coals have been found, 
and the Pits worked there for many years. 

Applications may be made to Mr. Rose, the late Bailiff, 
near Newipn Turnpike. 

• 	pro:ably jC, 	 ' w • 
n:mteenth century. 

There were two fire engines at the Nev.!!on 

Globe pits, the other at the turnpike pit. 20  The three 
men recorded in the 1841 census schedu s would have 
employed at the Globe pits. The two eraught horses liste. 
suggests they were for surface work, hauling the coal carts. - 
underground haulage was the work of young boys along n'r. 
ways, too small for pit ponies. 

The extent and depth of working at the Newton pits is 
described in three nineteenth century sources. Joseph Sutclifi, 
writing in 1822, refers to the Newton Pits near the Gobe Inn. 

"The pit nearest the river descends to the depth of 84 fathoms, 
penetrates a black vein of coal at the depvi of 54 fathoms, which 
is only 14 inches thick. Six fathoms below they find the coke 
veins; and penetrating twenty four fathoms more through shale 
and then a strong rock of greys,  they find the main bed of coal 
immediately under the grey or red sandstone rock, Veins of iron 
ore occur in the strata, as appears from detached nodules seen 
on the pit-hill; but their geological situations have not been 
noticed." 21  

Messrs Buck land and Conybeare, writing in 1824, recorded the 
underground workings in lower coal-shale at Newton St Loe as 
communicated by Richard Harver, the underground bailiff. 
They clearly refer again to the Gobe pits, and the seams "said 
to be the same as those worked in the Golden Valley." 22  

Dip N.W. 1 In 3 

Descending order 	 Feth. 	Ft. 	In, 
grey rock 30. 0 0 

1. Coal seam 0 2 0 
Cliff 16 0 0 

2, Coal seam 0 0 10 
Cliff 10 0 0 

3. Coal seam 0 3 0 
Cliff 16 0 0 
Ring stones? 0 0 6 

4. Coal seam 0 3 0 
Cliff and duns 4 0 0 

5, Coal seam 0 2 0 

John Anstie, writing in 1873, adds the following information. 

"Between the village of Corston and the Great Western 
Railway, the grits of the middle or Pennant series are very 
clear, and half a mile to the east of Corstori was situated the 
once well known 'Globe' colliery of Newton St Loe. At this 
colliery the following coals were proved (from a miner who 
worked in the pit): 

lOst rcutedy excite t 
to thr, Place whre •t stands to 

u 	a 'tec CQPY cul one ui Zoroasr S 

wples; as a Structure of t4c same Kind with the 
l,l'ick 1'acirlr' after it was covered with a spherical Roof 
by Theodorus, the Phocean Architect; and as a Structure of 
the sanw Kind with the Temple of Minerva wherein Bladud 
kept his perpetual Fires." 16  

Apart from the amusing condescension the architect pays to 
vulgar economic acitvity, and the exaggerated tone of the 
references to classical antiquity, some useful details remain. 

The presence of the windlass, housed in a rectangular shaped 
hut, which was covered with a thatched, conical roof, was 
common to Somerset mining. Bulley informs us that until 
about 1790 the windlass and the drum were the only apparatus 
used for winding. The latter was commonly worked by two 
horses and two boys; the horses, not the boys were changed 
every two hours. 

The close proximity of the Newton pits to the river meant that 
there was a problem of coping with water in the workings, 
especially with the depth of seams below the river. Flooding 
may well have been responsible for the ultimate closure of the 
Newton pits. Hardwick's sketch of the Globe Colliery at Newton 
features what appears to be wooden shutes propped up by 
posts, which run from the pumping house to what could be the 
brook. 18  Bulley records that at Cornish's Mill the water was 
carried away by means of 'shutes of elm board stood upon trees 
about ten feet high as the ground was'. 19  Something very 



in half yearly amounts. A full set of weekly accounts of all 
such coals was further demanded. Finally, when the company 

ceased coal-mining, all rubbish had to be carried away, the 

ground levelled off, and returned to its former state. All ways 
and roads damaged by the carrying of coals had to be made 
good at the risk of severe financial penalties. The Langton 

family's long experience of leasing land for coalmining in 
the Bristol and South Gloucestershire coalfields had taught 
them that landowners could enjoy a share of the profits, 
without having to endure the losses which characterized 
small-scale coallilining. 

The Somerset coalfield, in particular, was well known for its 
thin seams of coal, which could prove unprofitable to work, 
as well as causing difficulty in extracting the coal. And as 
in any coalfield, the continuous production of coal was 
subject to all kinds of obstacles - seams running out, 
floódiñg, explosions or falls of rock, in addition to the 
vagaries of the market for coal - resulting in losses for the 
masters, short time working and unemployment for the men. 
It was a hazardous business. Coal might never be found on 
land leased for ôoalmining. In 1797, William Gore Langton 
leased to Thomas Collins 'all those two closes of meadow or 
pasture ground called the Mill meads between the turnpike 
road and Newton Mill containing by estimation 9 acres', 6  
Now coal had already been found In Hound acres and Coalpit 

ground, close by the tollgate, and a short distance from the 
Mill ground. In 1841, a new pit as opened at Pennyquick, on 
the other side of the brook just In Twerton parish, but very 
close to the Mill ground. 

The changing fortunes of coal companies in operation can be 
traced over two genarations with the experiences of the Sayly 
family. In the summer of 1792, there was widespread strike 
action, and some disorder throughout the Somerset coalfield. 
Two thousand men were reported on strike at a time of rising 
demand for coal. The colliers returned to Work, having won 
an increase in wages. Zachary Bayly was chairman of a meeting 
of the Proprietors of Coal Works, held at Old Down Inn on 
22nd August, in which a vote of thanks was given to the High 
Sheriff of Somerset 'for his public spirit, activity and 
readiness, in taking the steps he has to subdue the riotous 
conduct of the numerous colliers assembled on the late alarm-
ing occasion'. 7  In the spring of 1793, the Bayly family, along 
with its business associates in Cross Bayly & Co., is declared 
bankrupt. As a result, Mr Bayly's house, 18 Portland Place, 
was put up for sale in August 1793. Six years later, in 1799, 
Edmund Griffiths Esq and Zachary Bayly surrendered their 
coaling lease to Col William Gore Langton, accompanied by 
the following statement: 

"On examination by experienced colliers, it has been found 
that the coal is exhausted underneath the premises where 
the Coalworl' hath been carryed on." 8  

Then in 180, as recorded earlier, Zachary Bayly the elder 
and Nathaniel Bayly, with their three other partners took 
o a new coal tease with Cal. Gore Langton fora period of 

rty ore. \rs. In 1826, Nathaniel Bayly married Helena 
' 	and in the terms of the marriage settlement, 

7;,ticks and the Cam erton coalworks were 
-ceatn Profits and losses appear 

nnual accounts o thr  
in 1845, tht 

Newton Coalworks closed down for good. 11  All of which 
would appear to indicate that coal mining on a small scale 

was fraught with difficulties, and subject to alarming 

fluctuations. But equally, these did not deter men of 

enterprise who responded to the challenge and excitement 
of extracting wealth from beneath the ground. 

During its century or more of working life, from the 1730 s 
to the 1840 s, the Newton coal mines were able to provide 
a variety of consumers, both industrial and domestic. They 
were well placed, close to the river Avon, for transporting 
the coal 3 to 4 miles to the main market for the Somerset 

coalfield at Bath. The expansion of Bath in the century 
1740 to 1840 provided a ready market to hand for Somerset 
coal, not only for household purposes, but also in the early 
1800s to fuel the cloth industries of Lyncombe and 
Widcombe, and in Twerton) 2  Other industrial consumers 
could have been the brass mills, dotted along the Avon valley 
at Bath, Saitford and Keynsham. We know that Newton coal 
was used as fuel for the heating of Twerton church. 13  In 
Newton St Loe itself, ordinary hOuseholders could obtain their 
coal at the pit-head and occasionally the poor received coal 
at the expense of the poor rates. The mansion house at Newton 
Park was supplied with coal, which probably amounted to 
nearly a week's output. Other Newton consumers would have 
been the two smithies, one of which was part of the Coalworks, 
and the Globe Inn. 

It was the Globe Inn, which gave its name to the Globe 
Colliery, and the close proximity of the pub and the pit was 
not without its value. The coking coal of the Newton pits, and 
the coking ovens adjacent to the Globe inn, were most likely 
used for the purpose-of drying  malt, as part of the brewing 
process.' As late as the early part of this century 4 hogsheads 
(210 pints) of strong home brew were made every day in the 
brewhouse attached to the Globe. 15  

Coalmining before the mid-nineteenth century was largely an 
unmechanised industry. In this period, we can trace some of 
the technical changes in the Newton pits, which were 
characteristic of the Somerset coalfield in general. The earliest 
and strangest description is that of the celebrated architect 
John Wood in his essay on Bath, in which he was inspired to 
write - 

"These Coal-Works are the Property of Mr Harrington of 
Coston [Corston], a descendant of the famous Sir John 
Harrington who flourished in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth; 
and they are situated on each Side of the chief Road leading 
from Bath to Bristol. 

"The Hovel for working one of the Pits is exceeding 
remarkable, as it lately represented a covered Monopterick 
Temple, with a Porticoe before it. The former shelters with 
Windlass, the latter sheltered the Mouth of the Pit; and 
one was raised upon a Quadrangular Basis, while the other 
appears elevated upon a circular Foundation; a Figure 
naturally described by the Revolution of the Win'ess. The 
Diameter of this Figure is just four and thrty Fe e - d 
th Periphery is composed of s 	wenty sint 
Posts, of about seven Feet six. 	e: -- i suste 	-- 

T;-r' Prof terminatine ir.;! 17' 
;t raduced'; w 
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pit. But clearly, the narrow conditions and primitive methods 
employed in hauling and winding held some part of the 
responsibility. As victims of injury, men and boys had to 
endure a loss of pay when absent from work. Occasionally 
fatal accidents occurred. The number of recorded deaths 
from accidents in the Newton pits. that I have managed to 
trace from various sources amount to nine in a period of 
thirty years, from 1774 to 1804. This is possibly a conserva-
tive figure in that the parish registers, the Poor Law 
disbursement book, and the local newspapers record different 
cases. The first and the last read as follows: 

1774 Sept. 13th "Friday evening the following melancholy 
happened at the coal-pit at Newton near this city: Henry 
Merret, a boy of 12 yrs old, being as is supposed, asleep by 
the fire near the mouth of the pit, and one of the men at 
work calling him, he suddenly started up, and fell into the 
pit, near 60 fathoms deep, whereby he was so terribly 
bruised that he instantly expired." 31  

1804 10th Spt. On Wtfnesday, a boy of the name of Kingtob, 
was killed in a coal-pit at Newton. It is supposed a stone fell 
upon his head while eating his dinner at the bottom of the 
pit. 32  

Of the nine recorded deaths, there were five men, and four 
boys. Three died from falls of coal or stone, one from a 
fall down the shaft, and one from drowning; the others died 
from unknown causes. Six of the deaths occured within a 

six year period, between 1786 and 1792. No recorded deaths 
have been traced before 1774, and after 1804. By comparison, 

the fatalities in the pits in the Radstock district, which 
employed far more colliers than at Newton, appear to have 
been fewer.48  

The last word on the Somerset colliers rests with Dr Stewart: 
"Upon the whole I am disposed to think that with the 
exception of a general character for turbulence and rudeness, 
the colliers will not appear to great disadvantage when 
compared to other persons in humble life They are not 
proverbially thieves, nor particularly debauched, if their 
fondness for drink be not set down against them." 34  

Certainly, the village of Newton St Loe assumed a far more 
sober character with the departure of the colliers after the 
closure of the Newton pits in 1845. 
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Harcourt Masters' Bath Turnpike Trust map, 1786, featuring part of the 	 .• 
Newton Coalmines, with afire engine for pumping water from the it 	 F 
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