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Looking left from the dam (6), there is a fine 
view up-valley, over the lake to the castle. 	The 
lake is chiefly fringed by willows (Salix sp.) and 
alder (Alnus g.utinosa). 	Water fowl such as mallard, 
coot and moorhen can usually be found on it and at 
quiet times, herons come to fish. 	The lakeside 
along the dam has an interesting flora of native 
and exotic water-loving plants including:- 
codlins and cream (Epilobium hirsutum), burwesd 
(Sparganium erectum), water forget-me-not (Myosotis 
scorpioldes), remote sedge (Carex remota), white 
water lily (Nyinphea alba), day lily (Hemerocallis 
aurantiaca), and umbrella plant (Peltinhvllum 
pelt atum). 

In the 1968 Bath flo3ds, the upper lake overflowed 
and the dam had to be reinforced. A very fine 
beach at the end of the dam on the right was struck 
by lightning and had to be felled but its stump now 
forms an interesting ecological niche for various 
organisms engaged in its decay. 

Proceeding to (1) - 

The path rises steeply to the west side of the mansion 
and adjacent College buildings. Looking back down 
the hill, the lower lake can be glimpsed through the 
oak trees. A path between the College hall and 
dining hall takes the visitor back to the starting 
point of the tour. 

Location and Admission 

Newton Park is four miles west of Bath on the A4 road 
to Bristol. 	Visitors can reach it by means of the 
No. 839 bus from the bus station at Bath, alighting 
at the Olebe Inn, Newton St. Loe. 	The main gates of 
Newton Park are on the left hand side of the A 39 
road to Weston super Mare, about fifty yards from 
the Olob• Inn. 	A mile long drive extends from the 
gates to the Co].l.g. buildings. 	Visitors by car 
entering at the main gate, will find car parks near 
the College buildings. 

The Collige is private and may only be visited by 
the general public on the College's open day which 
occurs in June. 	Details are given in the local 
press. 	School parties societies, teachers and 
other interested members of the public can usually 
be welcomed at other times if prior application has 
been made. All enquiries should be addressed to:- 

The Principal Bath College of Higher Education, 
Newton Park, Newton St. Los, Bath BA2 9BN. 

College buildings are only open to visitors when 
accompanied by a member of staff. 

Visitors are asked not to pick flowers or remove 
any other apsoimans, toqU. all gates and to leave 
no litter.  

Dogs are not &rLow.d. 

Visitors with children are warned that the lake is 
dangerous due to deep sedimentation, 

The College Authorities accept no responsibility for 
any accident that may be incurred by visiting the 
estate. 
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Introduction 

Bath College of Higher Education occupies two sites 
in the Bath area, having been formed by the amalgama-
tion of Bath College of Education, Home Economics 
and Newton Park College in 1975. 	The latter had 
been set up as a Teacher Training College on an 
estate in the village of Newton St. Loe leased from 
the Duchy of Cornwall in 1947. 

Newton Park is of exceptional interest and beauty. 
It consists of a mediaeval manor house, Elizabethan 
farm buildings and a Georgian mansion, to which 
modern teaching and residential buildings have been 
added. 	The estate Includes several gardens, a 
landscaped park and lake, a nature reserve, woodland 
and forest plantations, and a forty acre farm. 

The present guide provides a map and some notes 
on features of interest intended to enhance 
the enjoyment of a visitor to the College. i  
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'Big tree' (Sequoladendron gigaflteum). 	The species 
is unique in the height, girth and longevity it 
achieves. 	Our specimen is 26 feet (8 metres) 
around its base and some 122 feet (37 metres) high. 
The characteristic red spongy bark should be observed. 

Proceeding to (5) - 

The path continues to skirt the west side of the upper 
lake. 	On the left (5), one can rest in a patio 
formed from the remains of a Georgian orangery. The 
patio is backed by mixed woodland on a steep slope. 
On the lake side of the path is a pleasant meadow 
with a mixed flora of wild plants and naturalised 
narcissi. 	The meadow flowers include:- 
campion (Melandrlumdioicum), comfrey (Symphytum 
of ficinale), cuckoo pint (Arum maculatum), herb 
bennet (Geum urbanum) enchanter's nightshade (Circea 
lutetiana), primrose (Primula vulgaris), selfheal 
(Prunella vulgaris), twayblade orchid (Listera ovata), 
tufted vetch (Vicia cracca) and wood strawberry 
(Fragaria vesca). 

In this area there are numerous mature specimen trees, 
all of which are labelled, as well as replacement 
plantings. 	Across the lake, a good view of the west 
facade of the mansion may be obtained. 

Proceeding to (6) - 

The path curves to the darn at the south side of the 
upper lake. 	Just before the sluice gates of the 
darn, a short track (6a) leads left to the sunken 
brick-lined 'ice house' which was used for cold 
storage before the advent of refrigeration. The 
field on the other side of the stile is not part of 
the College grounds. 
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Returning from the Italian Garden by the gatehouse 
and turning left, one comes to a wooden gate leading 
to the path around the lake. 	The gate Is to exclude 
rabbits from the formal gardens. 	A little way down 
the sharply descending path (3), there is a splendid 
view over the lake and across the Avon valley to 
Lansdown. 	Kelston 'Round Top' with its distinctive 
crown of trees can be seen on the skyline. 

Continuing to (4) - 

The path continues down to a bridge over the Corston 
brook shaded by lime trees (Tilia europea). 	Just 
before the bridge, another path (4a) branches left 
and climbs through a young plantation of native 
hardwoods such as ash, beech oak, with some conifers. 
The path eventually comes to a stile into the 
College playing fields where there is a seat. 

Just beyond the bridge, a track (4b) leads into the 
area of woodland through which the brook flows. 
Here, tall trees of white willow (Salix alba)Douglas 
Fir (Pseudotsuga menziesii) and larch (Larix Europea) 
serve as nesting sites for a colony of herons. 	The 
area has been designated a nature reserve and visitors 
are asked not to enter it during March and April when 
the birds are nest building. 

At its south west end, the lake is fed by the Corston 
brook. 	As the speed of the brook decreases, 
sedimentation occurs, causing heavy silting and the 
development of a fringe of marsh vegetation. 	A 
track (4c) leading off right from the footpath skirts 
this marsh. 	Typical marsh plants to be found here 
include meadow sweet (Filipendula ulmaria), kingcups 
(Caitha palustris), reedmace (Typha latifolia), bur-
weed (Sparganium erectum), and water forget-me-not 
(Myosotis scorpioldes). 	The track passes a bird- 
hide constructed at the base of a Californian 

The landscape of Newton Park, past and present 

One of this country's unique contributions to the 
visual arts has been the 18th century landscape 
park. 	Newton Park is fortunate in being sited in 
a fine example of an historic landscape created 
primarily during this period. 

The famous landscape gardener, Lancelot 'Capability' 
Brown was commissioned in 1761 by William Gore 
Langton to design a landscape which would complement 
the grandeur and elegance of the new mansion being 
built at that time. 	The natural terrain of Newton 
Park gave Brown ample opportunity to indulge his 
talents, particularly in creating lakes, a common 
feature of his landscape designs. 	Brown planned 
a series of three artificial lakes retained by dams 
built across the Corston Brook, a tributary of the 
River Avon. 	The smallest of these lakes is now 
completely silted up but the remaining two are 
Brown's chief contribution to the present day 
landscape. 

Thirty years after the original landscape construc-
tion, Humphrey Repton was summoned to advise and 
design various refinements. 	These are well 
documented in one of Repton's famouS 'Red Books', 
so called because of the red morocco leather 
binding he used when presenting designs to his 
clients. 	Unfortunately, the original copy of the 
Red Book describing Newton Park is now in an 
American collection. 	The book includes eight 
sketches with accompanying notes giving details of 
suggested tree plantings and removals. 	Notable 
amongst the more grandiose schemes proposed is one 
for the creation of a fourth and fifth lake aimed 
at giving the visitor a greater scenic impact when 
approaching from the Corston direction. 	These 
lakes ,  were to be divided by a Palladian bridge 
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carrying a road to the village of Corston. 	For 
various reasons including cost, few of the Red Book 
proposals were implemented, the main exception being 
the modification of the Corston drive to its present 
form and an dxtension beyond the main gates by a cut 
through to the Bristol road so that the entrance to 
the park could be seen more prominently. 	The cut 
which was fenced off in the late nineteen sixties, 
is still visible although overgrown. 

There is little remaining evidence of the pre-Brown 
and Repton landscape. 	The last vestige of this was 
a fine avenue of elms which flanked the drive 
leading from the mansion to the village of Newton 
St. Loe. 	In recent years, the trees had begun to 
die and were being systematically removed and replaced 
by Norway maple. 	Dutch elm diseahag accelerated 
the death of the remaining elms in the last few years. 

There is no historic record available fmtree planting 
or landscaping in the park after the initial 18th 
century development. 	One may surmise surges of 
interest in plantings, particularly during the Victorian 
period when plants newly introduced to this country from 
the Americas and elsewhere were fashionable. 	Thus 
several large specimens of the Big Tree of California 
(Seguoladendron g1aflteum), Monkey Puzzle (Araucaria 
araucana) and cypresses (Chamaecyparis sp.) contribute 
to the landscape of today. 

The contemporary landscape comprises the amenity areas 
around the College buildings, the lakeside and 
agricultural land, and the peripheral mixed woodland 
on the higher ground. 

Amenity areas 

These are made up of three main landscape features, 
nam.ly, amenity grassland, specimen trees, shrubs 
tree belts and ground cover beds. 

-Ontinuing to (2b) and (2c) - 

Waving the children's garden, the visitor should go 
through the mediaeval gate house immediately opposite 
Which now leads into the pleasant walled 'Italian 
Oarden' (2b). 	The gate house has a rib-vaulted arch, 
the roof bosses of which include the griffin escutcheon 
Of the de Botreau family, and a monkey (?) playing 
bagpipes. 	On the garden side of the gatehouse the 
groove can be seen which once housed the portcullis, 
and a hole or 'pistol port' to accommodate the fire- 
arms of defenders of the castle. 	We can thus infer 
that in entering the Italian Garden, we are proceeding 
outwards from the original fortifications. 	The 
buttresses and crenellations on the garden site are 
late 18th century. 

The Italian Garden is a square formal garden with 
herbaceous borders, wall creepers and two circular 
ponds with fountains. 	The borders are slightly 
unusual in that the plants have been mainly selected 
to give a climax of flowering in June. 	Of particular 
interest is a fine collection of bearded flag irises 
along the south-facing summer house wall. 	A variety 
of shrubs such as Wisteria, Jasmine, Clematis, Coeno-
thus and a Judas tree (Cercis siliguatrum) are grown 
as wall plants. 

One side of the garden is formed by the stable block, 
a building of uncertain age, of which the central 
arch is probably the oldest feature. 	This arch 
hide to a forecourt in front of the College 
farm (2c). 	The west facade of the stable buildings 
Includes several ammonite fossils which are found 
locally in the Lias limestone èf which the stable is 
built. 

Continue to (3) - 
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their pediments, the left hand one housing a clock, 
and the right hand one, a weather vane. A new buil-
ding serving as a student's union was recently added 
to the pavilion on the right. It was opened by 
H.RH., the Prince of Wales, on the 12th June, 1970. 

Continuing to (2) - 

A level surfaced road passes between mixed woodland 
on the right and fields extending up the hill on the 
left. The nearer fields belong to the College farm. 
The visitor passes several magnificent mature plane 
trees (Platanus x hybrida) on the right as he approaches 
modern teaching buildings set amongst beds of shrubs 
and ground cover plants. A right hand turn should be 
taken under the arch in the right hand block of 
buildings. 

Immediately ahead is a much altered mediaeval 
building (2). 	This building, known as the castle' 
appears to be a remnant of a much larger fortification. 
Various features of the wall as well as recent 
archaeological digs are being used to reconstruct its 
original form. The crenellations and armorial 
bearings are of the Gothic revival period. 

Continuing to (2a) - 

On the immediate right, past the castle, and 
approached through a gate, is a garden which may 
correspond to the bailey of the fortified site. 
This garden has been developed with features of 
Interest to young children and including an open-
$r theatre, model wind and water mills, a maze, 

• Ibi yopes, a tree house and a wendy house. 
I of the garden (2a), a seat enables 

b enjoy $ rplsndid view over the 
•...b$ok to t$  garden gate PU•' 

*e,e .ntsre.tie$ native 
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-lately surrounding buildings and in • 	
P are maintained as high grade lawns 

by 	PAtting and some control of lawn weeds. 
Orarplad *1 isa. priment positions is cut less 
frequnatip and Ike lpr grass regime helps to 
nsi'p 'Ike 	 lity of the building surroundings 
with 	AM foi'nal, parkland. 

The nusvI .reu around and between buildings have 
called for the pISItiU$ of a variety of smaller trees 
selected for their blossom, coloui or form. The 
banksidss of the lake comprise a mixture of mainly 
exotic tress end judiciou, shrub plantings. Where 
necessary, old tress at. replaced by saplings. 

Tree belts occur notably to the west of the mansion 
and around the kitchen garden and farm. These are 
in scale With the surroundings and provide for both 
a sense of seclusion and screening. 

In recent years, a massive 'home' propagation 
programme has raised many thousands of plants of the 
smaller ground cover type, for planting at the base 
walls of buildings. Aesthetically, these help to 
soften harsh building line., and in practical terms, 
save the labour of grass cutting in these awkward 
areas. From a historical point of view, this 
policy is in kenping with Repton's ideas of 
introducing a Variety of shrubs near buildings for 
their colour and scent. 

Little use is made of the bedding plant approach in 
the NiWton Park landscape since it has been thought 
Inappropriate and likely to detract from the scene. 
Bedding plant use is confined to troughs and other 
containers in the courtyards etc. 

- -- 

—. 
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features 

A number of smaller gardens of differing interest 
contribute to the larger landscape. 	The Italian 
Garden is still one of the more formal gardens of the 
estate, with itp two circular ponds and wall borders 
containing an interesting selection of herbaceous and 
Shrubby plants. 	It was once planted with a regular 
pattern of beds bounded by clipped box hedges but 
this lay-out was erased some years ago because of the 

1 high cost of upkeep. 	The laboratory gardens adjacent 
to the science buildings include decorative areas as 
well as demonstration and experimental plots. 	The 
children's garden near the castle is intended mainly 
for young children but it includes several features of 
horttci.*ltural and environmental interest. 	The 
kitchen gardens are used primarily for production 
purposes, supplying fruit, vegetables, cut flowers 
and potplants. 

A tour of the grounds 

The tour, which starts at the mansion (1) is about 
one mile long, and might take an hour to complete. 

At (l),the visitor is presented with a magnificent 
vista of the east facade of the mansion across a 
circular lawn with a sundial. 	The building which is 
of Bath stone (Oolitic limestone) was designed by 
Stiff Leadbetter and built in the 1760's. 	It consists 
of a finely proportioned central block of two storeys, 
with dormer bedrooms, the mansard windows of which 
are hidden by a stone balustrade. 	There is a central 
pediment enclosing a semicircular window. 	The windows 
on the ground floor and the central door have heavy 
imposing pediments, otherwise, the facade is without 
decoration. 	The symmetry of the central block is 
continued in quadrant corridors connecting it to side 
Pavilions. 	The 	pavilions have circular windows in 

r-,  
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Agricultural land 

Agriculture plays an important part in the landscape. 
The open fields stretching up the hillside in front, 
Of the mansion are managed under a policy of 
permanent grassland and the grazing cattle and sheep 
add a pleasant rural tranquility. 	The parkland 
appearance is emphasised by individual specimen 

! 	tress many of which are very old. Replacement 
. 	plantings of similar trees have been made recently, 

L 	choosing sites along field boundaries so as to r 	minimise any interference with farm operations. 
Mixed woodland 

It is important to remember that the College covers 
Only one hundred acres of ground but the total land-
scape is created by a much larger area of encircling 
land. This is owned by the Duchy of Cornwall and 
is used for production agriculture by tenant farmers 
and for production forestry. The Duchy tree 
planting policy shows a sensitivity towards the needs 
of landscape and conservation- it does not pursue 
quick economic return provided by sterile blanket 
cover plantings of pure conifer stands but relies 
on a wide variety of trees which give a desirable 
blend of evergreen conifer and deciduous broadleaf 
types. 	For example, a recent planting in Dog 
Kennel Wood, opposite our nature reserve, has a 
high proportion of native beech, oak and ash mixed 
in with coniferous trees. 

Skyline plantings such as Park Wood to the north of 
the lake, and Whistling Copse on the top of the hill 
southwest of the mansion are important landscape 
features. 


